
Arts and Cultural 
Experiences

Thursday, October 12

COMMUNITY
ISSUE
BRIEFING

Featuring:
 Bas Bleu Theatre
 Fort Collins Museum of Discovery
 Children’s Museum of Northern Colorado



Fort Collins 
Museum of Discovery 

An interactive and immersive museum, featuring hands-on and 
collections-based exhibits that tell the stories of 

Northern Colorado and beyond.

408 mason court • fort collins, co • fcmod.org



By the Numbers…
o 47,000 Sq. Ft. Facility

o 21,000 Sq. Ft. Exhibition Space

o 38,000+ Object Collections

o 400,000+ Archival Records

o 80+ Seat Immersive Digital Dome Theater

o 120,000+ Visitors Annually

o 3,200+ Members

o 25% Free Visits through Access Program

o 56 Employees

o 12 Board Members, including 3 City Appointed 

o 12 Mod Squad Members



Through the Years

Fort Collins 
Museum 
Established

1941

Discovery Science 
Center Opens

1989

Voters approve 
Building on Basics 
Capital Campaign 
kicks off 

2005

Public-Private 
Partnership Signed

2008

Fort Collins 
Museum of 
Discovery Opens

2012

Accredited by 
American Alliance 
of Museums

2018

Welcomed 
1 Millionth Visitor!

2023



Strength Through Partnership

o Public-private partnership with shared governance 
o Board of Directors and City Council

o Two, independent organizations support one mission
o City of Fort Collins (Fort Collins Museum)
o Fort Collins Museum of Discovery (Discovery 

Science Center) as independent 501(c)3
o 1:3 financial ratio

o City budget supports City staff, identified 
infrastructure projects, collections

o Nonprofit intakes all revenue to support Nonprofit 
staff, special exhibitions, programs, 
Digital Dome, etc.

o Nonprofit completes annual, independent financial audit

This model provides the platform for FCMoD to grow at 
the rate desired by the community.







Community exhibition 
with Mexican artists 

Ruben Mica 
y Oscar Mora

Summer 
2025

Fall/Winter 
2023-24

Fall/Winter
2024-25

Upcoming Special Exhibitions
o Included in general admission, free for members
o Supported through donations, sponsorships, and grants
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Revenue Expenses

2023 Combined Budget

City Partner Nonprofit Partner

$2.9 M
$3.2 M



41%
59%

Nonprofit Revenue Model

Total Operating: $1.67 M

Earned Revenue

• Admission
• Membership
• Retail Sales
• Programs and 

Experiences

Contributed Revenue

• Donations
• Grants and Awards
• Sponsorships

Other Funding Support

• Endowment at CFNC





● Childhood and Play
● What is a Children’s Museum?
● CMNC





PLAY!



Play is Essential



PLAY

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

- Depression
- Anxiety
- Withdrawl
- Anti-social 

behavior
- Suicidal Idiation

TIME



I. CHILDHOOD IS UNIQUE 

II. CHILDHOOD IS IMPORTANT

III. PLAY IS PIVOTAL TO CHILDHOOD 

IV. CHILDREN'S MUSEUMS ELEVATE PLAY

4 Pillars



THREE THINGS TO KNOW….

#1
The primary audience is children between the ages of 0 

and 10, and their caregivers.



THREE THINGS TO KNOW….

#2
The content can be flexible and ever-changing. 



THREE THINGS TO KNOW….

#3
The facility serves the mission. 



● FARM TO TABLE ROLE PLAY
● WATER GALLERY
● CLIMBER
● TODDLER PLAY ZONE
● ARTS ZONE
● SCIENCE TEST LAB
● STEM LAB
● DIGITAL ARTS
● CONSTRUCTION PLAY
● DANCE AND MUSIC

Pulliam Family Trust

Doreen & 
Alistair 

MacDonald







QUESTIONS?



Help us plan for 2024:
• Topics
• Best days/times to gather
• Other suggestions for improvement!

We want your feedback!



Contact DonorServices@NoCoFoundation.org 
with any questions

*Get your end-of-year grant 
requests in now!*

Introducing a new fund 
portal for fund holders!

mailto:DonorServices@NoCoFoundation.org
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